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Please charge Deposit Account 50-0549 for any fees under 37 CFR §1.16 and §1.17 that may be required during 
the pendency of this application. This authorization includes the fee for any extension of time under 37 CFR 
§1 .136(a) that may be necessary. To the extent any such extension should become necessary it is hereby 
requested. 
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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



MS: Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria VA 223 13-1450 

Dear Sir. 



This election is in response to an Office Action containing an ElectionyRestriction 
Requirement mailed September 27, 2006, carrying a shortened statutory period of response of 
one month expiring October 27, 2006 » 

Restriction 

Restriction has been requested from among the following Groups of claims: 
Group I: Claims 1-7, drawn to a method of inserting a catheter; 
Group II: Claims 8-17, drawn to a device for catheter stretching and use with. 



CcriiGcatc of Facsimile Transmission 



Under 37 CFR 1 .8. 1 hereby certify that this correspondence is being sent by facsimile to the idephone number 
below, addressed to MS Amendments, flic Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D-C 20231 on the beiow 
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The asserted grounds for separating these groups are: 

Inventions I and Hare related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (J) the process as claimed can be practiced 
by another and materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be 
practiced by another and materially different process. ...In this case, the apparatus as claimed 
can be used to widen a surgical incision or for device fixation and removal as a surgical port. 

While the claims of Group I are distinct and patentable over the claims of Groups II, and 
vice versa, it is respectfully submitted that the invention should, nevertheless, be examined 
together Nevertheless, applicant elects the claims of Group 2, nam ely claims 8-17. with 
traverse. Reconsideration and withdrawal of the Restriction Requirement is respectfully 
requested. 

Summary 

Favorable examination and allowance are respectfully requested. The Examiner is 
encouraged to telephone the undersigned attorney if there are any questions regarding this 
application- 
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